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residential interior design with contestants 
installing statement lights in rooms such as 
bedrooms, bathrooms and walk-in wardrobes.

“Bathrooms are one of my favourite places
to use a chandelier,” says Obaid. “Trying to 
be as unusual and unpredictable as possible 
in placing a chandelier is the key. Putting 
them in the middle of every room
is definitely not what
I recommend if you are 
trying to make a statement. 
Location is important.”

If you’re worried about
the scale of the light 
compared to your room, 
Obaid suggests placing the 
chandelier near a wall rather 
than in the centre of the room.

“Most people presume they 
need large rooms with high 
ceilings but that’s not always the 
case,” he says. “Try to place your 
chandelier near a wall so the light washes 
over the wall. This almost always works in
a bedroom or bathroom.”

And don’t be afraid to go big.
“The bigger the better,” says Obaid. 
“Be daring with the height and drop the 

light as low as possible, depending on location, 
for a bold look.”
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Once reserved for grand entryways
of palatial homes or the ballrooms of
expensive hotels, chandeliers are now

just as likely to be seen hanging in a suburban 
Australian home.

But before images of over-the-top dripping
crystal designs spring to mind, the latest 
breed of chandeliers are far more sculptural 
and modern than their overstated and 
blinged-up predecessors.

“Chandeliers are definitely enjoying a 
resurgence,” says Obaid Popal, architectural 
lighting designer at Beacon Lighting. “And 
since they have come back, there are all sorts 
of sizes and designs available.”

First popular in the 18th and 19th centuries
when candles were the main light source, 
chandeliers quickly developed with the 
introduction of electric light. Designs became 
more and more ornate, some with candle-
shaped fittings to imitate original creations, 
with the world’s largest crystal design featuring 
750 lamps and weighing 4.5 tons.

But now traditional glass and crystal are 
making way for wood, wire, fabric, metallics 
and natural materials in myriad styles.

“The key trends when it comes to modern
chandeliers are bold, rustic and natural,’’ 
says Obaid.

Renovation shows such as The Block
or House Rules have been partly responsible 
for a willingness to include chandeliers in 
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 Trend 

î Luna Chandelier (large),
$1499, from Domayne,

domayneonline.com.au

è Madeleine 5 Light 
Crystal Chandelier in 
Chrome, $995, from 

Beacon Lighting, 
beaconlighting.com.au

ç Clark Suspension Light, 
$4,574.64, by Delightfull 
at Sydney Lighthouse, 
sydneylighthouse.com.au

é Antler Chandelier, 
$896, by Cafe Lighting 

from Wayfair, 
wayfair.com.au

î Dusteria
Wire Pendant,

$329, from Domayne, 
domayneonline.

com.au 

ç Gypsy Chandelier, 
$239.95, from Lark, 
larkstore.com.au


